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Dudleya farinosa habitat range

California Floristic Province
B Hoeth

Central Coast

Stephen Ward McCabe 2012, Dudleya farinosa, in Jepson Flora Project (eds.) Jepson eFlora,
eflora_display.php?tid=23655, accessed on February 02, 2020.



Prominent hypotheses about the drivers of illicit D. farinosa trade

1. The increasing popularity
of succulent plants in
mainstream South Korean
and East Asian cultures
writ large.

2. The preferential valuing of
‘wild” versus cultivated
plants by South Korean and
East Asian succulent
consumers.



Discursive frames:

* Profit frame
o Asian’ cultural frame and valuing of ‘wild’ species
e Pop culture / ‘Housewives and Hipsters’ frame



The Chinese middle class — 430 million people strong today, expected to
reach 780 million in the next decade, according to Washington-based
think tank the Cato Institute — has huge and growing buying clout, and its
impact on many wildlife species has been devastating, from African
elephants (their tusks made into ivory trinkets) and rhinos (horns used in
traditional medicine) to pangolins (both as a delicacy and in medicine) and
sharks (their fins an ingredient in soup).

worried. In the Asian country, tending succulents had become a favourite
pastime across generations, popular with everyone from harassed
housewives to Generation-Z hipsters. And with all things Korean — from

fashion and music to food and soap operas — grabbing the popular

imagination in China, the world’s most populous nation had caught a
massive dose of dudleya fever.

Just when you think you've heard it all, something comes along to top the you-won't-
believe-this list. Here's the latest whopper: Plant smugglers from China and Korea are
raping and pillaging fragile California coastal habitats, in some cases rappelling down
ocean-facing cliffs to poach native succulents and ship them to Asia, particularly

Korea, where housewives place them on windowsills as status symbols.







The Chinese middle class — 430 million people strong today, expected to
reach 780 million in the next decade, according to Washington-based
think tank the Cato Institute — has huge and growing buying clout, and its
impact on many wildlife species has been devastating, from African
elephants (their tusks made into ivory trinkets) and rhinos (horns used in
traditional medicine) to pangolins (both as a delicacy and in medicine) and
sharks (their fins an ingredient in soup).

worried. In the Asian country, tending succulents had become a favourite
pastime across generations, popular with everyone from harassed
housewives to Generation-Z hipsters. And with all things Korean — from

fashion and music to food and soap operas — grabbing the popular

imagination in China, the world’s most populous nation had caught a
massive dose of dudleya fever.

Just when you think you've heard it all, something comes along to top the you-won't-
believe-this list. Here's the latest whopper: Plant smugglers from China and Korea are
raping and pillaging fragile California coastal habitats, in some cases rappelling down
ocean-facing cliffs to poach native succulents and ship them to Asia, particularly

Korea, where housewives place them on windowsills as status symbols.




Figure 2. Framework for the motivations behind the use of wildlife products adapted from Thomas-
Walters et al. (2020a).



https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fevo.2020.604921/full#B34

Table 1. Motivations for acquiring Dudleya farinosa by consumers as described in (a) new media
reporting on this trade and (b) interviewed Korean succulent dealers and collectors



Table 2. Examples of excerpts of news articles coded by sub-categories from the applied framework of Thomas-
Walters et al. (2020a).



https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fevo.2020.604921/full#B34
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Dudleya pachyphytum
in South Korea
Photo Credit: ] Margulies



Summary Notes:

* Plants are for select, advanced specialist grower market.

* Plants are not valued for their ‘wildness’, and dealers said plants needed a
lot of time under their care to recover and grow out new foliage prior to

sale.
 The thrust of what drove people to poach these plants relates to

disjunctures between plant time (slow growth) and the capacity to meet
demand (which rose rapidly, in part due to internet and social media).

 Plants in Korea were valued as Korean raised plants (not wild Californian
plants).
e Trade is not restricted to East Asia. An interviewee from the UK mentioned

an example of another collector receiving a Korean Dudleya farinosa that
came wrapped in Californian newspaper.






Future Research Directions [ Next Steps

e Running larger survey to query cactus and succulent
collectors/hobbyists in multiple countries about international trade
and CITES (in progress).

* Working to complete book on succulent trade by 2022.

* Applying insights from cactus/succulent trade to other endangered
species/taxa here in the US: (e.qg. pitcher plants, venus fly traps).

* Working with Botanic Gardens Conservation International (w/Abby
Meyer) to do preliminary study of potential for cycad certification
program to reduce presence of wild-harvested cycads in US market.



Acknowledgements

The

University
0)i

Sheffield.

European Research Council, grant number 694995, BIOSEC: Biodiversity and

Security, Understanding Environmental Crime, lllegal Wildlife Trade and Threat
Finance.

jdmargulies@ua.edu

@jaredmargulies
www.jaredmargulies.com



	Illicit succulent plant trade and pathways towards sustainability
	Slide Number 2
	Illicit Trade in Plants is Global, Pervasive, yet Poorly Characterized and Understood 
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Guiding Research Questions:
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Mammillaria bertholdii�
	Slide Number 13
	The collector
	Slide Number 15
	Robinhood Conservationists?
	Slide Number 17
	A desirous plant �
	Dudleya farinosa
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Discursive frames:
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Summary Notes: 
	Slide Number 32
	Future Research Directions / Next Steps
	Thank you!
	Acknowledgements

