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PLANTS INFORMATION

• Scientific names 
• Common names
• Standardized symbols
• Classification  
• Characteristics
• Images
• Distribution maps 
• Native status  
• Legal status (Rarity, Invasive/Noxious, Wetland)
• Data sources 
• Plant Guides and Fact Sheets 

Coverage: 35,000 species in the U.S., its territories,              
Canada and Greenland
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PLANTS USAGE
• International resource for standardized 

information about plants of the U.S.
• One of the most used websites in USDA with 

millions of page views per year
• Provides critical plant information for NRCS, 

other government entities, academia and the 
private sector

CHALLENGES TO PLANTS AND PLANNED 
SOLUTIONS

Challenges
• Database and website outdated
• No data updates for over four years
• Updates nearly impossible

Planned Solutions
• Redesign of database and website
• Development of a content manager for rapid 

data updates

PLANTS usage

Location of 14,331 users on May 13, 2019

gulf cockspur grass (Echinochloa crus-pavonis)
photo: Doug Goldman

streambank spiderlily (Hymenocallis rotata)
photo: Mark Garland

Kariba-weed (Salvinia molesta)
photo: Mark Garland

Showy milkweed (Asclepias speciosa)
photo: Doug Goldman

shellbark hickory (Carya laciniosa)
photo: Doug Goldman
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Rare plant protection by the states





Rare plant protection by the states

George et al. (1998): “The role of state 
governments in protecting not just endangered 
species, but all species, can be summed up with 
one fact: state governments traditionally have 
been the chief stewards of wildlife within their 
borders. The states therefore serve a vital role in 
protecting and conserving their own plants, 
animals and habitats.”



• California 
– Native Plant Protection Act of 1977
– California Endangered Species Act of 1984

• Maryland
– Nongame and Endangered Species 

Conservation Act

• Massachusetts
– Massachusetts Endangered Species Act



• Oregon
– Wildflowers; Threatened or Endangered Plants 

Act
• Florida 

– Preservation of Native Flora of Florida Act 
• New Jersey

– New Jersey Endangered Plant Species List Act 
– New Jersey Pinelands Protection Act
– Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act

• New York
– New York State Environmental Conservation 

Law section 9-1503



• Washington

– Endangered
– Threatened
– Sensitive
– Extirpated

“WNHP is not a regulatory agency, the 
program’s list and rankings help inform 
conservation decisions relating to rare plants on 
federal, state, private, and tribal lands (WDNR 
2018).”
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